Praver Requests

Taylor Carter Quarantined in Mongolia.
Justin Crawford Dad’s health (lung/throat)
Matthew Godin - Warrant Officer training.
Angel Velez for his extendended family in
Puerto Rico affected by earthquakes.
Amanda Crawford friend-ICU after stroke.
Wickwar Family & Friends (health issues)
Keasha’s mom Dementia & Parkinsonism
Gabby Little personal & family health issue
Linda Barnes Ongoing health issues
Marion Goodwin Ongoing health issues
Denny Burnham Deb G’s brother Cancer
Mary McVicar chronic kidney disease
Glory Parker family health, traveling

Lisa Carter’s Friends Jenn & Jayne battling
health and life issues

Sampson Family health & family healing
Our Congregation

Elders
Tony Lemay (207)651-3369
Dennis Godin (207)651-3588
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Deacons
John Carter (207)229-8516
Matt Sampson (207)251-3030

Ministry Leaders & Staff
Education...Antonio Balsamo.....(207)286-0514
Youth...........Angel Velez.......(207)730-9889
Worship........ Abe Damuth........ (207)608-1784
Building ........Joe Romano...... (207)281-3929
Grounds ........Lenny Spano....... (207)569-8800
Fellowship.....Matt Sampson....(207)251-3030
Finance.........John Carter.........(207)229-8516
Benevolence...John Carter.........(207)229-8516
Secretary.....Mike Wickwar......(207)432-2272

Ladies Ministry
Debbie Godin  (207)286-4821
Barbara Lemay (207)850-0084

Order of Worship

Song 4 7o God Be The Glory
Announcements Angel Velez

Opening Prayer: Matthew Sampson
Song 71 As The Deer

Song 334 Tis Midnight And On Olive’s Brow

Lord’s Supper: Joe Romano, James
Butler, Justin Crawford

Song 429 Oh, To Be Like Thee
Contribution
Song 837 I Need Thee Every Hour
Prayer: John Carter
Song 909 There’s A Fountain Free
Scripture Reading: Rufilo Lawrance
Text: Psalm 119:73-80
Lesson: Dennis Godin
Trying To Erase The Doubt
Lesson Text: 1 John 4:19

Song 902 Nothing But The Blood
Closing Prayer: Tony Lemay

Song Leader: Robert Balsamo
Greeter: Brenda Butler

Communion Prep: Deborah Godin

Last Week’s Numbers:
Attendance: 49
Contribution: $2150.00

Live the Gospel at all times;
When opportunity is there...
Share the hope you have!

THE BIDDEFORD
CHURCH OF CHRIST
WELCOMES YOU!

~ He is like a tree planted
by streams of

...which yields its
fruit in season. ..
MARCH 8, 2020

Biddeford Church of Christ
266 Pool Street, Biddeford ME 04005
Biddefordchurchofchrist.com
(207) 284-7123
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Sunday: Bible Class 9:30 AM
Worship 10:45 AM
Tuesday: Bible Study 7:00 PM



Welcome Visitors

We here at the Biddeford Church of
Christ pray your visit with us today is
enjoyable and uplifting. Please stay

Christ first in our lives and make the
Bible our principle guide for living.

around after services so that we can get
to know you better. We all strive to put

This Week’s Events

Today 3/8
Pot Luck

Tuesday 3/10
Bible Study

Saturday 3/14
Congregational Breakfast

Birthdays
Bradford Shaw 3/12
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Ladies Day Coming March 21

Qutreach Project
Bring in your
Food Non-perishable
% Pantry Food Items

Next Week’s Service Schedule

Song Leader - Antonio Balsamo

Opening Prayer - Elder

Lord’s Supper - John Marescot, Lenny
Spano, Clifford Parker

Prayer - Angel Velez

Scripture Reading - TJ Balsamo

Greeter - Barbara Lemay

Communion Prep - Amanda Crawford

Trying To Erase The Doubt

In the Power for Today there was an article enti-
tled, Mind Listing. In it, the author makes this
point, “Sometimes, we don’t listen with our mind
because we have already decided the an-
swer.” This got me to thinking about this whole
idea of learning to love and why it is so im-
portant. Let me explain by considering these bi-
ble verses that speak about our call to love. I
think the most obvious one is found in Luke
10:27, ‘So he answered and said, "'You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, with all your strength, and with all
your mind," and 'your neighbor as your-
self.”” Then, there is the ever-popular idea of
“loving your enemy” (Matthew 5:44), which 1
brought up on numerous occasions, both in bible
class and sermons. You don’t have to be remind-
ed of Jesus’s exhortation of the early disciples to
“love one another” (John 13:34). Or there is this
one that goes directly to the heart, “If anyone
loves Me, he will keep My word...” (John
14:23). God beckons us to offer to the world and
to Him what they desire the most...love.

We love Him because He first loved us. (1" John
4:19)

Okay, I realize that none of this is new: for a mat-
ter of fact, been there and “know” that; or do
we? Not long ago I was involved in a conversa-
tion with someone who battled with the idea that
God loves them because they had “already decid-
ed the answer.” Many bible verses were shared,
none so powerful in my mind at this time than
Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we were still sin-
ners, Christ died for us.” Then there is of course
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life.” These verses, so commonly used,
speak of God’s incredible love for mankind. A
love that was present “before the foundation of
the world” (Ephesians 1:4) when God put to-

gether His redemptive plan. The simple, yet
profound reality is this, GOD LOVES
MANKIND!!! Before we heard the gospel,
while still sinners, knowing all we would do,
HE LOVES US!!! No amount of work,
righteous activity, will increase His love of
you. That is the truth of the mat-
ter. “Sometimes, we don’t listen with our
mind because we have already decided the
answer.” Maybe the answer sounds like this,
“God can love you, but not me. You don’t
know what I have done, how much of a fail-
ure I am. Maybe, just maybe, if I work on
some things, I can accept that He loves
me.” The only problem is, I never seem to
get there and so in my mind I doubt His love
for me. Such doubt weighs us down, often
handcuffing us to our past and impeding any
real ability to love God, let alone oth-
ers. Why? Because you cannot give that
which you do not have.

This brings me to the role of faith. Willard
Tate writes, “We simply have to want to be-
lieve that God loves us. It’s a decision, a
choice we make with our will to accept His
word when He says in so many places that
He loves us.” Any thought in the mind that
would seek to argue that fact, needs to be
shackled and cast away by the power of His
word and the finished work of the cross: Al-
lowing His love, His amazing grace, to free
us of any idea that His love is somehow
earned or even can be earned. Realizing that
my call to love Him and others is anchored
in one simple fact, God love ME! Now and
always!
Dennis
Sermon Notes




