Prayer Requests














Lisa Sampson Mom’s Neice Dawn suicide.
Mike’s Friend Sandra Heart Issues.
Mike Wickwar Dad Fred fall recovery.
Herb Ranks-Passed away prayers for family
Marescot extended family health/financial.
Gabriele Little Husband-Ill, Brother-ALS.
Lisa Carter’s Friends-Jenn(Breast Cancer),
Jayne(Life Struggles, Cardiac Issues)
Mary McVicar Erik’s friend kidney disease
Linda Barnes Ongoing Health Issues.
Marion Goodwin heart issues; Raymond,
her husband dealing with cancer
Brad Shaw - Surgery recovery.
Dennis’s sister-in-law Alzheimer's
Spiritual and Physical well being of the
church and all its members.

Elders
Brad Shaw
(207)878-4124
Tony Lemay (207)651-3369
Dennis Godin (207)651-3588

Deacons
John Carter (207)229-8516
Matt Sampson (207)251-3030

Ministry Leaders & Staff
Education...Antonio Balsamo.....(207)286-0514
Youth……......Angel Velez…....(207)730-9889
Worship…..…Abe Damuth........(207)608-1784
Building ….....Joe Romano……(207)281-3929
Grounds ….....Lenny Spano.......(207)569-8800
Fellowship.….Matt Sampson….(207)251-3030
Finance……...John Carter…......(207)229-8516
Benevolence...John Carter…......(207)229-8516
Secretary…...Mike Wickwar......(207)432-2272

Ladies Ministry
Debbie Godin
(207)286-4821
Barbara Lemay (207)850-0084

Order of Worship
Song 2 - We Praise Thee, O God
Announcements - Shepherd
Opening Prayer - Brad Shaw
Song 300 - Praise Him! Praise Him!
Song 662 - All to Jesus I Surrender
Lord’s Supper - Matthew Sampson, Jacob
Romano, Erik Cote
Song 671 - Purer in Heart, O God
Contribution
Song 797 - Lord, We Come Before Thee
Now
Prayer - Angel Velez
Song 915 - Trust and Obey
Scripture Reading - Abraham Damuth
Deuteronomy 8:2-5
Lesson - Dennis Godin
Proven Hope
Lesson Text: 1st Peter 1:3-9

The Biddeford
church of Christ
Welcomes You!

Song 648 - Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus
Closing Prayer - Shepherd
Song Leader - Antonio Balsamo
Greeter - Brenda Butler
Communion Prep - Jessica Damuth
Last Week’s Numbers
Attendance: 47 Contribution: $775.00

Live the Gospel at all times;
When opportunity is there…
Share then hope you have!

March 17, 2019
Biddeford Church of Christ
266 Pool Street, Biddeford ME 04005
Biddefordchurchofchrist.com
(207) 284-7123

Welcome Visitors
We here at the Biddeford Church of
Christ pray your visit with us today is
enjoyable and uplifting. Please stay
around after services so that we can get
to know you better. We all strive to put
Christ first in our lives and make the
Bible our principle guide for living.

This Week’s Events
Today 3/17
Life Groups
Tuesday 3/19
Bible Study

Ladies Day
Saturday, March 23, 2019
Ladies Come Join Us

Birthdays

Angel Velez 3/24
Gavin Sampson 3/24

Anniversary

Steve & Glory Parker 3/17
Next Week’s Service Schedule
Song Leader - Robert Balsamo
Opening Prayer - Brad Shaw
Lord’s Supper - Joe Romano, David
Lawrance, Lenny Spano
Prayer - John Carter
Scripture Reading Sunday
Greeter - Jessica Damuth
Communion Prep - Brenda Butler

Proven Hope

Last week I spoke of the hope we should
all have in Christ because of His redemptive work
and how that hope is developed through times of
tribulations. Throughout time, God has been involved in the transformation of His people. Consider these words that speak of Israel’s wanderings in the desert for forty years, “And you shall
remember that the Lord your God led you all the
way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble
you and test you, to know what was in your heart,
whether you would keep His commandments or
not” (Deuteronomy 8:2). This past week, I was
reading through the gospel of Mark and came
across the story of Jesus and the rich young ruler.
The young ruler asks, “Good Teacher, what shall
I do that I may inherit eternal life?” (Mark 10:17).
Confident in his obedience to the law of Moses,
he is challenged by Jesus, “Go your way, sell
whatever you have and give to the poor…take up
the cross, and follow Me” (Mark 10:21). It is not
that wealth was wrong; but rather, it was hindering him from being fully committed. The young
man left sorrowful.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has
begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…
1st Peter 1:3
What God has blessed us with through
Christ is beyond words at times. Jesus Christ, our
hope, has provided “an inheritance incorruptible
and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven” (1st Peter 1:4) for us! This joy
of what we have in Christ, although real, does not
and should not blind us with the fact that “now
for a little while, if need be, you have been
grieved by various trials” (1st Peter 1:6). Much
like the early church, we find ourselves challenged because of our convictions about Christ
and His teachings. More and more in our world
today, believing Christ to be the only way, truth
and life (John 14:6) is nothing short of ignorance

and bigotry. Words like “intolerant” echo
through the airwaves of social media. What
is going on?
…you have been grieved by various trials,
that the genuineness of your faith…may be
found to praise, honor and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ…
1st Peter 1:7
It will only be after the “revelation of
Jesus Christ” (i.e. judgment) that tribulations, trials and adversities come to an end.
Until then, the reality is, we live in a sinful
world of which we were at one time, very
much a part of (Titus 3:3). The Lord is patient “not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2nd Peter 3:9).
So, we faithfully wait for His return. Until
then, we will encounter “various trials” (1st
Peter 1:7; James 1:2), which one could call
the proving ground of our faith. Opportunities for us to grow in our hope in Him, as we
learned from Romans 5:1-5. In a lost and
dying world, there is truly only one hope, his
name is Jesus!
As the tone towards Christianity
changes and we find ourselves awkwardly
faced with a culture that opposes us, what
will we do? Know this, God is involved,
and He is working in your life. He is using
the world to refine us, proving our faith. So,
let us rejoice in Christ and sing, “Stand up,
stand for Jesus ye soldiers of the cross. Lift
high His royal banner. It must not suffer
loss.” God, make me into the person You
would have me to be, Amen.
Dennis
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