Prayer Requests
















Lisa Sampson Mom’s Neice Dawn suicide.
Joey Godin’s Mother-In-Law (Linda’s)
Father passed away, prayers for the family.
Mike Wickwar Dad Fred fall recovery.
Brian (Dorin’s Son In Law) brain tumor.
Marescot extended family health/financial.
Keasha’s friend Louise in Virginia for job.
Gabriele Little Husband-Ill, Brother-ALS.
Lisa Carter’s Friends-Jenn(Breast Cancer),
Jayne(Life Struggles, Cardiac Issues)
Mary McVicar Erik’s friend kidney disease
Linda Barnes Ongoing Health Issues.
Marion Goodwin heart issues
Brad Shaw - Surgery recovery.
Wife of Dennis’ brother - Alzheimer’s
Glory Parker - Health/travel.
Spiritual and Physical well being of the
church and all its members.

Elders
Brad Shaw
(207)878-4124
Tony Lemay (207)651-3369
Dennis Godin (207)651-3588

Deacons
John Carter (207)229-8516
Matt Sampson (207)251-3030

Order of Worship
Song 249 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
Announcements - Shepherd
Opening Prayer - Brad Shaw
Song 904 Have You Been To Jesus
Song 337 Hallelujah! What A Savior
Lord’s Supper - John Carter, Lenny
Spano, Jacob Romano
Song 350 When My Love For Christ
Grows Weak
Contribution
Song 837 I Need Thee Every Hour
Prayer - Joe Romano
Song 38 Awesome God
Scripture Reading - TJ Balsamo
Titus 3:4-7
Lesson - Dennis Godin
Worthy vs Worth
Lesson Text: Luke 18:9-14
Song 634 We’ll Work Till Jesus Comes
Closing Prayer - Shepherd

The Biddeford
church of Christ
Welcomes You!

Ministry Leaders & Staff
Education...Antonio Balsamo..(207)286-0514
Worship……Abe Damuth…...(207)608-1784
Building …....Joe Romano…...(207)281-3929
Grounds …....Lenny Spano......(207)569-8800
Fellowship.…Matt Sampson…(207)251-3030
Finance……..John Carter….....(207)229-8516
Benevolence..JohnCarter….....(207)229-8516
Secretary…..Mike Wickwar.....(207)432-2272

Ladies Ministry
Debbie Godin
(207)286-4821
Barbara Lemay (207)850-0084

Song Leader - Antonio Balsamo
Greeter - Jessica Damuth
Communion Prep - Deborah Godin

January 13, 2019
Last Week’s Numbers
Attendance: 46 Contribution: 1128.25

Special Thanks to Lisa Sampson
For Our Beautiful New Banner!!

Biddeford Church of Christ
266 Pool Street, Biddeford ME 04005
Biddefordchurchofchrist.com
(207) 284-7123

Welcome Visitors
We here at the Biddeford Church of
Christ pray your visit with us today is
enjoyable and uplifting. Please stay
around after services so that we can get
to know you better. We all strive to put
Christ first in our lives and make the
Bible our principle guide for living.
This Week’s Events
Today 1/13
Pot Luck
Tuesday 1/15
Bible Study
Sunday 1/20
Life Groups

Birthdays

Maria Wickwar 1/19

Teen Event 1/19

Painting and Pizza

Ladies Night 1/26/19

At 4PM in the Church building
Next Week’s Service Schedule
Song Leader - Robert Balsamo
Opening Prayer - Brad Shaw
Lord’s Supper - John Marescot, David
Lawrance, Erik Cote
Prayer - Angel Velez
Scripture Reading - James Butler
Greeter - Brenda Butler
Communion Prep - Jessica Damuth

Mercy In A Vacuum
I would like the chance to build on last week’s lesson
regarding mercy. If you remember, mercy is compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is
within one’s power to punish or harm. The point of
last week’s lesson was simple; that is, one cannot fully
understand the mercy of God outside the reality of
judgment. Although not often discussed, the judgment of God is going to come one day, “as a thief in
the night” Paul would write (1st Thessalonians
5:2). Christians are exhorted to “not sleep, as others
do, but let us watch and be sober” (1st Thessalonians
5:6). I believe, part of that “soberness” we are to
have, is linked to how we view ourselves in light of
the gospel. Part of that deals with our understanding
of our own worthiness vs worth. Let me explain by
looking at the parable of the Pharisee and tax collector
in Luke 18:9-14.
Two men went to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee
and the other a tax collector.
Luke 18:10
I mentioned this story last Sunday and found myself
drawn to it once again during the week. Interesting to
note something here; that is, both Jewish men were
religious as seen by their commitment to go and
pray. Let’s first consider what I mean by the idea of
worthy. Consider its definition first: having or showing the qualities or abilities that MERIT recognition in
a specific way. How worthy did each man see himself
and what role did it play in them receiving God’s mercy? The Pharisee prays, “God, I thank You that I am
not like other men-extortionists, unjust, adulterers,
or even as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I
give tithes of all I possess” (Luke 18:11-12). He had
no real need for God’s mercy because, as he saw
things, he was “worthy” of God’s attention and saw no
need for His mercy. The tax collector, on the other
hand, “standing afar off, would not so much as raise
his eyes to heaven” (Luke 18:13). Why? I suggest to
you that he saw himself as unworthy; that is, nothing
he could list in his life would merit or demand God’s
attention, let alone mercy. This idea of unworthiness
is seen in his actions and words, for he “beat his
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’” (Luke 18:13).

What interests me about this parable by Jesus is
these simple facts: Both men were Jews and in
covenant relationship with God through the
law. One though, viewed himself through his
work, and thus, merited that relationship with
God. The other, even though in covenant relationship with God, did not see himself as worthy
of that relationship; thus, was in need for God to
secure it through His mercy. The words of Jesus
speak loud and clear, “I tell you, this man (the tax
collector) went down to his home justified rather
than the other (the Pharisee); for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted” (Luke 18:14).

There is no person who is worthy of God’s mercy; that is, no one can look at their lives and expect or demand God to grant them mercy. If we
were to be honest, viewing oneself in such a way
seems to suggest that one does not need God’s
mercy as much, if at all, as someone else. What
strikes me here, is the idea of worth in this parable. God was ready to show both mercy because
they are worth it! Paul would write to Timothy
explaining that God “desires all men to be
saved” (1st Timothy 2:4). Why? Because we are
worth it!
As Christians, we should walk with confidence
in our relationship with God. That confidence
should not be a mere list of obedient steps which
proclaims our worthiness. Rather, it should be
based on the fact that God is merciful towards
His children when they are humble. He is, because we are worth it!

Dennis
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Annual Church Business Meeting
Sunday January 20 After Services
We Need You There!!!

