Prayer Requests














Brian (Dorin’s Son In Law) brain tumor.
Cheri & Jon Erickson—new arrival.
John Marescot Surgery Recovery.
Keasha’s friend Louise in Virginia for job.
Gabriele Little Husband-Ill, Brother-ALS.
Lisa Carter’s Friends-Jenn(Breast Cancer),
Jayne(Life Struggles, Cardiac Issues)
Mary McVicar Erik’s friend kidney disease
Linda Barnes Recovering from Surgery.
Marion Goodwin heart issues
Brad Shaw - Surgery recovery.
Wife of Dennis’ brother - Alzheimer’s
Glory Parker - Health/travel.
Spiritual and Physical well being of the
church and all its members.

Elders
Brad Shaw
(207)878-4124
Tony Lemay (207)651-3369
Dennis Godin (207)651-3588

Deacons
John Carter (207)229-8516
Matt Sampson (207)251-3030

Ministry Leaders & Staff
Education...Antonio Balsamo..(207)286-0514
Worship……Abe Damuth…...(207)608-1784
Building …....Joe Romano…...(207)281-3929
Grounds …....Lenny Spano......(207)569-8800
Fellowship.…Matt Sampson…(207)251-3030
Finance……..John Carter….....(207)229-8516
Benevolence..JohnCarter….....(207)229-8516
Secretary…..Mike Wickwar.....(207)432-2272

Ladies Ministry
Debbie Godin
(207)286-4821
Barbara Lemay (207)850-0084

Order of Worship
Song 144 O Worship The King
Announcements - Shepherd
Opening Prayer - Brad Shaw
Song 77 Glorify Thy Name
Song 364 Come Share The Lord
Lord’s Supper - Joe Romano, Lenny
Spano, David Lawrance
Song 214 Have You Seen Jesus My Lord
Contribution
Song 960 Its’ Me
Prayer - Angel Velez
Song 742 When Upon Life’s Billows
Scripture Reading - TJ Balsamo
1 Corinthians 1:10-17
Lesson - Tony Lemay
Give Thanks
Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 1:10-17
Song 860 The Is A Habitation
Closing Prayer - Shepherd

The Biddeford
church of Christ
Welcomes You!

Song Leader - James Butler
Greeter - Brenda Butler
Communion Prep - Barbara Lemay
Last Week’s Numbers
Attendance: 46 Contribution: 967.97

Live the Gospel at all times;
When opportunity is there…
Preach It!

November 25, 2018
Biddeford Church of Christ
266 Pool Street, Biddeford ME 04005
Biddefordchurchofchrist.com
(207) 284-7123

Welcome Visitors
We here at the Biddeford Church of
Christ pray your visit with us today is
enjoyable and uplifting. Please stay
around after services so that we can get
to know you better. We all strive to put
Christ first in our lives and make the
Bible our principle guide for living.
This Week’s Events
Tuesday 11/20
Singing

Please take advantage of
The sign up sheets for church events
In the rear of the auditorium.
John & Cheri Erickson
Welcome a new baby girl
And a New Address
1 Brook Drive
Old Orchard Beach, ME 04064
Ladies Night Out Will Resume 1/26/19
Nov & Dec cancelled due to holidays

Next Week’s Service Schedule
Song Leader - Antonio Balsamo
Opening Prayer - Elder
Lord’s Supper - John Carter, Rufilo
Lawrance, Jacob Romano
Prayer - Joe Romano
Scripture Reading - Lenny Spano
Greeter - Jessica Damuth
Communion Prep - Deborah Godin

God’s Will and Solution for Unity
Mankind has been suffering from a plague that
has destroyed more societies and lives than one
can count. That plague is division. It has ravaged
mankind since the great fall found in Genesis 3.
Whether it is a civil war in a country or the fall
out from a divorce in a family, we all have been
touched in some way by division.
The Church (universal) is no exception to this
damaging plague. Many congregations in the
Lord’s Church have split for a various reasons.
This congregation is no exception. Some years
ago this congregation went through a division of
which I believe has not recovered from to this
day.
Again, this problem of division is not a modern
problem. The early Church two thousand years
ago had to deal with it. Paul addressed the idea of
unity in a number of his epistles. One example
was to the Church in Corinth. (1 Corinthians 1:10
-17) That congregation was beginning to divide.
Paul pleaded with them “by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same
thing and that there be no divisions among
you.”
This problem of division continued after the
Apostles were gone. The Apostolic fathers had to
deal with it. Ignatius wrote about it in his letter to
Smyrna. But his solution to the problem of division was not Scriptural. His idea was to listen to
the Bishop as one who would listen to Christ.
Even the first Ecumenical council that took place
at Nicaea in 325 AD was brought together because of division in the Church. Constantine
brought three hundred and eight leaders together
in order to bring unity.
Paul, guided by the Holy Spirit, had the right solution to the problem of division. That solution
can be found in Ephesians 4:1-3. Now, we must

remember that the Ephesian Church was a
mixture of Jews and Gentiles. So you could
imagine that division could creep into that
congregation very easily. Two very different
peoples with two very different cultures is a
sure mixture for division.
The Lord’s solution is to first remember our
calling. We should ask ourselves, what is my
mission a child of God? Second is we must
have a completely humble attitude. Thirdly
we must be gentle. It is so easy to get angry
and begin to raise our voices to press our
point. The next is to be patient and bear with
one another. Unity is sometimes hard and it
takes time to iron things out. The council at
Nicaea spent two months together before
coming up with their creed. Last of all, we
must work hard at it. Paul says to make
“every effort.”
Can unity be achieved? Sure. With the right
attitude and a lot of hard work this can be
accomplished. Unity according to His Word
pleases God. The benefits are without measure. The Psalmist writes: “Behold, how good
and how pleasant it is For brethren to dwell
together in unity! It is like the precious oil
upon the head, Running down on the
beard, The beard of Aaron, Running down
on the edge of his garments. It is like the
dew of Hermon, Descending upon the
mountains of Zion; For there the Lord
commanded the blessing—Life forevermore.” (Psalms 132:1-3)

Tony
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