Prayer Requests












Marescot’s - John-No Cancer,Keasha-Back.
Strengthen our union during this time.
Cindy Fortier –surgery on gland mass.
Members of our congregation that are sick
The Prestridge family. (Kittery Church)
TJ Balsamo off to Marine Boot Camp.
The Wickwar Family - Family/Friends.
Mary McVivar Erik’s friend kidney disease
Linda Barnes - Now on Heart monitor
Brenda Butler prayers for self and family.
Marion Goodwin - Health issues.
Glory Parker - Health/travel.

Address For TJ Balsamo

RCT BALSAMO, ANTONIO L
1st RTBN, ALPHA CO, PLT 1021
PO BOX 16125
MCRD PARRIS ISLAND, SC 29905

Elders
Brad Shaw
(207)878-4124
Tony Lemay (207)651-3369
Dennis Godin (207)651-3588

Deacons
John Carter (207)229-8516
Matt Sampson (207)251-3030

Ministry Leaders & Staff
Education...Antonio Balsamo..(207)286-0514
Worship……Abe Damuth…...(207)608-1784
Grounds…….Mark Foley…....(207)284-3816
Building …....Joe Romano…...(207)281-3929
Fellowship.…Matt Sampson…(207)251-3030
Finance……..John Carter….....(207)229-8516
Benevolence..JohnCarter….....(207)229-8516
Secretary…..Mike Wickwar.....(207)432-2272

Ladies Ministry

Debbie Godin
(207)286-4821
Barbara Lemay (207)850-0084

Order of Worship
Song 539 Higher Ground

Announcements - Shepherd
Opening Prayer - Brad Shaw

The Biddeford
church of Christ
Welcomes You!

Song 226 O Thou Fount Of Every Blessing
Song 383 Jesus Keep Me Near The Cross

Lord’s Supper - Joe Romano, James
Butler, Clifford Parker
Song 552 Have Thine Own Way

Contribution
Song 479 Peace, Perfect Peace

Prayer - Matthew Sampson
Song 417 Where He Leads I’ll Follow

Scripture Reading - Lenny Spano
Proverbs 2:1-5
Lesson - Dennis Godin
Effort Driven By Grace
Lesson Text: 1 Corinthians 15:10
Song 396 No Not One

Closing Prayer - Shepherd
Song Leader - Antonio Balsamo
Greeter - Gabriele Little
Communion Prep - Barbara Lemay
Last Week’s Numbers
Attendance: 42 Contribution: $1600

Preach the Gospel
at all times;
When Necessary
Use Words

February 11, 2018
Biddeford Church of Christ
266 Pool Street, Biddeford ME 04005
Biddefordchurchofchrist.com
(207) 284-7123

Welcome Visitors
We here at the Biddeford Church of
Christ pray your visit with us today is
enjoyable and uplifting. Please stay
around after services so that we can get
to know you better. We all strive to put
Christ first in our lives and make the
Bible our principle guide for living.
This Week’s Events
Today 2/11
Pot Luck
Tuesday 2/13
Bible Study
Saturday 2/17
Sweethearts Banquet ???
Sunday 2/18
Life Groups
Please review the Prayer List and the
posted Member Directory.
Notify Mike Wickwar of any changes.

Next Week’s Service Schedule
Song Leader - Robert Balsamo
Opening Prayer - Matthew Sampson
Lord’s Supper John Carter, Rufilo
Lawrance, Jacob Romano
Prayer - Angel Velez
Scripture Reading - Abraham Damuth
Greeter - Brenda Butler
Communion Prep - Jessica Damuth

Becoming Aware
Well, I suspect that (and hope that), our first lesson on the 15 Invaluable Laws of Growth has taken place. For those who were able to attend, the
subject looked at the idea that growth is intentional. John Maxwell writes, “Growth is not an automatic process. If you’re going to grow, you have
to grow on purpose.” The noun form of purpose
is defined as the reason for which something is
done or created or which something exists. The
point is simple, intentional growth, if it is going
to be purposed (verb form meaning to have one’s
intention or objective), must have a true purpose
behind it.
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and
His grace toward me was not in vain; but
I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not
I, but the grace of God which was with me.
1st Corinthians 15:10
As the apostle Paul seeks, through the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, to defend his apostleship and
exhort the church in Corinth to grow intentionally, he reflects for a moment on his own journey. He acknowledges that he was “not worthy to
be called an apostle” because he “persecuted the
church of God” (v9). This reality is vividly seen
in Acts 9:1, where Paul (then named Saul),
breathed “threats and murder against the disciples
of the Lord.” Interestingly, Paul’s reflection on
his past was not uncommon as he sought to teach
others in regard to their personal growth needs
(cf. Philippians 3:6; Galatians 1:13, 23; 1st Timothy 1:13). His “come to Jesus moment” was
questioned by some of the early disciples, for
they “were all afraid of him, and did not believe
that he was a disciple” (Acts 9:26). Personal
growth is always on display to those around us
and some may doubt that change, and with good
reason. This caused me to think, “If the purpose
for change is to change another’s mind, what happens if that mind never changes?”

Paul makes it clear, the driving force behind
his change of direction was the grace of
God. By grace, I am talking about God’s
favor towards man, with its core being the
death, burial and resurrection of Christ. It
was the gospel of Christ (the power of God,
Romans 1:16) that abruptly changed Paul’s
direction in life (Acts 9:1-19). Not only that,
it was that very same message of hope that
opened the doorway for Paul to “preach Him
among the Gentiles” (Galatians 1:16), of
which the church in Corinth is proof. Thus,
Paul’s expression, “I labored more abundantly than they all” is not patting himself on the
back; but rather, his way of showing others
that God is working through him. He knew
that where he was in life was because of “the
grace of God which was with” him.
For change to be sustained, something has to
be a driving force behind every intentional
step we take. There are multiple reasons for
change, many of them reasonable and worthy of our thoughts. But none can compare
to God’s amazing grace, seen through the
gift of His Son and the opportunities He
gives us each day to grow in His love. Maybe our purpose behind intentional growth
can be summed up in these two verses: “And
whatever you do in word or deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through Him” (Colossians
3:17) and “Therefore we make it our aim,
whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him” (2nd Corinthians 5:9). For it is
by His grace that I am who I am!

Dennis
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