Prayer Requests
Mary McVivar Erik’s friend kidney disease
Joey Godin unknown health issue.
Steve Shaw health issues.
Russell Solak Health Issues
Brenda Butler prayers for father’s health
Marion Goodwin - Health issues.
Lisa Sampson unknown health issues.
Victor & Rita Balsamo - Health issues.
Marescot’s - Keesha-Back, John-Cancer
Glory Parker - Family Health/travel.
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New Prayer Requests
Contact Mike Wickwar
text or call - (207) 432-2272
Email - mickwick@yahoo.com

Elders
Brad Shaw  (207)878-4124
Tony Lemay (207)651-3369
Dennis Godin (207)651-3588

Deacons
John Carter (207)229-8516
Matt Sampson (207)251-3030

Ministry Leaders & Staff
Education...Antonio Balsamo..(207)286-0514
Worship...... Abe Damuth......(207)608-1784
Grounds....... Mark Foley.......(207)284-3816
Building .......JJoe Romano......(207)281-3929
Fellowship....Matt Sampson...(207)251-3030
Finance........ John Carter........(207)229-8516
Benovalence.....JohnCarter.....(207)229-8516
Secretary.....Mike Wickwar.....(207)432-2272

Ladies Ministry

Debbie Godin  (207)286-4821
Barbara Lemay (207)850-0084

Order of Worship

Song 1016 This Little Light Of Mine

Announcements - Shepherd

Opening Prayer - John Carter

Song 214 Have You Seen Jesus My Lord

Song 334 Tis Midnight And On Olives Brow

Lord’s Supper - Matt Sampson, Erik
Cote, Rufilo Lawrance

Song 699 I’ll Be A Friend To Jesus

Contribution

Song 242 Sing Hallelujah To The Lord

Prayer - Angel Velez

Song 647 Soldiers Of Christ Arise

Scripture Reading - Antonio Balsamo
1 Peter 5:1-4

Lesson - Dennis Godin
Understanding His Work
Lesson Text: Acts 20:28

Song 745 Humble Thyself
Closing Prayer - Shepherd

Song Leader - James Butler
Greeter - Jessica Damuth
Communion Prep - Brenda Butler

Last Week’s Numbers
Attendance: 42 Contribution: 1769

Preach the Gospel
at all times;
When Necessary
Use Words

THE BIDDEFORD
CHURCH OF CHRIST
WELCOMES YOU!

Jesus Christ is...
the brightness of
His glory.

isonly a
shadow of
>4
the good afﬂa"
things that o\
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are coming... —

...not the realities themselves.
Hebrews 10:1
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Welcome Visitors

We here at the Biddeford Church
of Christ pray your visit with us today
is enjoyable and uplifting. Please stay
around after services so that we can get
to know you better. We all strive to put
Christ first in our lives and make the
Bible our principle guide for living.

This Week’s Events

Today 11/12 Pot Luck
Tuesday 11/14 Bible Study
Saturday 11/19 Life Groups
Assemble Thanksgiving Baskets

December - Yankee Swap
January - Financial University

Birthdays
11/10 Lisa Carter

11/12 Erik Cote
11/18 Tony Lemay
11/20 Corrine Lawrance

Next Week’s Service Schedule

Song Leader - James Butler

Opening Prayer - John Carter

Lord’s Supper Matt Sampson, Erik
Cote, Rufilo Lawrance

Prayer - Angel Velez

Scripture Reading - Antonio Balsamo

Greeter - Jessica Damuth

Understanding His Work

I must be honest with you, writing this article is
uncomfortable for me, for it has to do with the
work of an elder; also known as shepherd, overse-
er or pastor. It is a God ordained role that has
tremendous rewards and responsibilities. This
reality is penned in these words found in Hebrews
13:17, “Obey those who rule over you, and be
submissive, for they watch out for your souls.as
those who must give account.” Unfortunately,
time and tradition has in many ways blurred our
understanding of this biblical role. So, what ex-
actly is the work of a shepherd?

Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of
which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of
God, which he bought with his own blood.

Acts 20:28, NIV

The apostle Paul has gathered the Ephe-
sian elders together and exhorts them with these
words. This idea to “keep watch” (take heed,
NKJV) speaks to the idea of caring for and
providing for. Couple this with the idea of being
“shepherds”; which means to feed, to tend to a
flock, keep sheep and thus, contextually speaks of
governing God’s church, we speak of a very im-
portant task. The shepherd’s task is, in part, “the
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all
come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to
the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ: that we should no longer be children,
tossed to and fro and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the
cunning  craftiness  of  deceitful  plot-
ting...” (Ephesians 4:12-14). Another aspect of
the shepherd’s role. much like one who watches

over sheep, is that of protection. This is why
one of the qualities of a godly shepherd is
that he hold “fast the faithful word as he has
been taught, that he may be able, by sound
doctrine, both to exhort and convict those
who contradict” (Titus 1:9). This idea of
protection is seen in Acts 20:29, right after
he exhorted the Ephesians elders. We read,
“For 1 know this, that after my departure
savage wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock.” Even from among the
eldership “men will rise up, speaking per-
verse things, to draw away the disciples after
them” (Acts 20:30).

Your shepherds here at Biddeford,
although imperfect, wish to do our best to
fulfill God’s design for His church by doing
what we can to serve all of you. We invite
you to journey with us as we seek to grow in
our understanding of God’s design and strive
to do His will.

Finally, as the author of this article and one
of the shepherds here at Biddeford, I am
humbled by the task the Lord have given the
elders of His church: The church “he bought
with his own blood.” We are no ordinary
people! We have been purchased by the
blood of the Lamb. We are “His own special
people” (1* Peter 2:9).

Dennis
Sermon Notes




